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vi. Maintain the database of utility tunnel assessments and provide them to 
applicable units and contractors as necessary and prior to entries.  

vii. Review SOPs and other relevant documentation after each entry to ensure 
compliance with these guidelines. 

viii. Review entry operations when there is reason to believe that the measures 
taken under these guidelines may not protect employees and revise the 
guidelines to correct deficiencies found to exist before subsequent entries are 
authorized. Examples of 
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xii. Assign the appropriate number of qualified individuals to maintain air 
monitoring equipment pursuant to the Northwestern Confined Spaces Program. 

xiii. Notify EHS of changes to existing utility tunnels, the removal of utility tunnels, 
or the planning of new utility tunnels.  

xiv. 
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https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/facility-safety/control-of-hazardous-energy-lockout-tagout.html
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E. Documented reassessments are required when there are changes to existing restricted 
access utility tunnels (e.g., new utilities, new hazards, configuration changes), including 
when non-restricted access utility tunnels may be reclassified as restricted access or 
confined spaces.  

 

VI. Identification and Access 
A. Restricted access utility tunnels must have appropriate danger signage posted at the 

https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/occupational-health/heat-illness-prevention.html
https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/facility-safety/personal-protective-equipment.html
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L. Adequate lighting must be established before commencing work. 
M. Effective communication must be established and verified pursuant to Section IX – 

Communication. 
N. Activities including, but not limited to, welding, drilling, cutting, and working with 

chemicals that produce potentially hazardous atmospheres or conditions (e.g., dust, 
fumes) require the use of ventilation equipment, specialized PPE, and other equipment 
or safety measures as necessary to ensure worker safety.  

O. Tunnels that contain flammable gases (i.e., natural gas piping) 
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ii. Completed (i.e., fully-signed) SOPs must be submitted to EHS for post-entry 
review to ensure that those participating in entry operations are protected from 
utility tunnel hazards and compliance with these guidelines, which includes but 
is not limited to: 

a) Ensuring SOPs were completed properly, 
b) Ensuring all personnel involved signed the SOP, and 
c) Providing immediate feedback and guidance for any deficiencies, 

efficiencies, or opportunities for improvement identified. 
 

IX. Communication 
A. Effective two-way communication must be established, verified, and maintained during 

all restricted access utility tunnel entries: 
i. Between those inside the tunnel, 
ii. Between those inside the tunnel and those outside the tunnel, and 
iii. To summon emergency responders (e.g., fire department) in the event of an 

emergency. 
B. Examples of acceptable forms of communication are: 

i. UHF portable radio, 
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iii. Maintain all completed (i.e., fully-signed) SOPs for at least 5 years. 
iv. Maintain training records in myHR Learn for the duration of employment, plus 1 

year. 
B. Northwestern Units 

i. Maintain air monitoring instrument records in accordance with the 
Northwestern Confined Spaces Program. 

ii. Maintain and provide relevant system drawings, schematics, and other 
information to support tunnel entries.  

iii. Submit all completed (i.e., fully-signed) SOPs to EHS at the completion of work. 
C. Contractors 

i. Submit all completed (i.e., fully-signed) SOPs to Northwestern at the completion 
of work. 

ii. Maintain records (e.g., training records) as required by regulations.  

 
XII. Regulatory Authority 

Northwestern and its contractors will comply with the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration’s (OSHA) standards and any other applicable codes and standards, including: 
 
Tunnel Assessments (SharePoint) 
NFPA 101 – Life Safety Code  
Northwestern Confined Spaces Program 
Northwestern Contractor Safety Program 
Northwestern Control of Hazardous Energy (Lockout/Tagout) Program 
Northwestern Fall Protection Program 
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Appendix A – Restricted Access Utility Tunnel Signage Example  
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